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Act 1: 
Hamlet, the Prince of Denmark, returns from university in “suits of woe,” grieving for his recently-
deceased father. Hamlet is equally unsettled by his mother Gertrude’s “o’erhasty marriage” to Hamlet’s
uncle, Claudius, whose coronation ensures that Hamlet does not inherit the throne. Hamlet’s father -
Old Hamlet - emerges as a Ghost, revealing that his brother, Claudius, poisoned him to gain the crown.
The Ghost demands revenge for this “murder most foul.”

Acts 2 & 3: 
Claudius plots to eliminate the threat Hamlet represents. Hamlet’s distressed isolation in “To be or not
to be” is exacerbated by the forced fracturing of his relationship with Ophelia. Both Claudius and his
trusted advisor, Ophelia’s father Polonius, puppeteer the couple’s encounter. Hamlet feigns madness as
a strategic distraction, yet his “noble mind seems here o’erthrown.” Hamlet then manipulates a
theatrical event that mirrors his father’s murder and exposes Claudius’ guilt. Hamlet visits his mother
Gertrude’s chamber to caution and chastise her: “Let me set you up a glass to see the inmost part of
you.” Believing he hears a hidden Claudius, Hamlet stabs Polonius.

Acts 4 & 5: 
Claudius composes a secret commission to have Hamlet executed in England. During the subsequent
sea journey, Hamlet escapes and returns to Denmark. Laertes, Ophelia’s brother, demands an
explanation for his father’s death; Claudius then convinces Laertes to seek violent retribution.
Ophelia’s grief overwhelms her mind and she drowns in a “glassy stream.” Since “her death is
doubtful,” the graveside service is swift. Hamlet exchanges wit and wisdom with a Gravedigger - “It is
my grave, sir, as I lie in it” - then sees Ophelia’s funeral. Claudius plots Hamlet’s demise once more,
this time through a dishonest display of skill with Laertes. The duel results in “bloody and unnatural
acts” that level the court of Denmark, enabling the ascent of Fortinbras, Prince of Norway.

-  hamlet Synopsis  -
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The HKU School of  English Shakespeare Production Project, now in its third year, involves
inventive collaboration across our three taught postgraduate programmes: the MAES, MACC,
and MFA. For this production of  Hamlet, eighty-five students have worked diligently to portray
the roles and/or design the costumes, lighting, sound, props, set, and publicity elements. For the
vast majority of  our actors, this production marks their first experience on stage. 

In approaching Shakespeare productions with students, I engage in close readings and discussions
of  social structures and emotional relationships within the text. I commonly condense the scenes
and modernise the setting; this process leads students into deeper, clearer connections to the
narrative. Although I actively guide students on stage in rehearsals, I encourage actors to see how
movements and expressions emerge naturally through Shakespeare’s language. 

The main roles in this production are multi-cast - an approach that provides additional learning
opportunities and balances our students’ time commitments. We have nine Hamlets, each of
whom devotes insight and heart to the eloquent Danish Prince. In addition, three or more actors
embody the other main roles. The variations between actors highlight the process of  literary
interpretation: each actor represents a unique, resonant reading of  their character. 

In this Hamlet, Elsinore becomes an urbane royal residence in a hybrid Asian city. The snowy
newspaper trees represent Hamlet’s focus on ‘Words, words, words...” Our actors speak select lines
in Putonghua and Cantonese to signify a multilingual environment. As per Shakespeare’s text,
Hamlet is under surveillance. In our modern context, therefore, his phone serves as a repository
for memory, documenting his fragmented relationships. Yet Hamlet’s passionate, articulate desire
for certainty finally yields to an acceptance of  the unknowable: “The readiness is all. Let be.”

In the past three months, I have seen our students shine through impressive performances and
production concepts. I offer my sincere gratitude to the School of  English, and the Faculty of
Arts overall, for supporting our creative endeavours, including the Shakespeare Production
Project, the Local/Focal Short Film Festival and the Dragonfly Spoken Word Festival. I look
forward to leading future imaginative learning engagements through the HKU Guild. Finally, I
hope our production of  Hamlet is affecting, thought-provoking, and affirming of  our collective
commitment to English Studies and the Humanities. 

 - dr. kristen Murray - 

-  director's  perspective  - 
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hamlet
Marcellus, guard
Bernardo, guard
Horatio, friend to hamlet
GHOST/old hamlet
Hamlet, prince of denmark
Claudius, king of denmark 
Gertrude, queen of denmark

guards
Fortinbras, prince of norway
norwegian captain
sailor
messengers
osric, landowner

- cast -
In alphabetical order 

- Characters -
in order of appearance 

ALURI Medha chen jianing, janine Chen ruihan, ray ding ning, crystal

feng anqi, felicia feng xiangyang, frankie gao yuanyuan, avenir

gao yang, sunny

PoloniuS, Danish advisor 
Laertes, son of polonius
Ophelia, daughter of polonius
voltemanD, emissary 
First player
Player King & Queen
Player lucianus

GU Jaiyi, crystal GU LIngjie, JohnnyGong linyu, sylvia

ding ruyu, alyssa
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- cast -

He yuqi, cecilia

wang yongjia, alistar

 shao KAiyan  wang qingyan, sylvia  wang xinyi, grace WANG qihao, evan

Hua bicen, chelsey ji wenting, wendy jing zikang, hector

 Lao yuhui, larissa li jainrong, roy liang tingqian, adrianna LIU yi xin, leonie

Liu Yiyao, yolanda peng tianyi, elena qian yiting, foni rao huanyu, rowan

hamlet
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1:2 - THE ROYAL RESIDENCE RECEPTION ROOM

CLAUDIUS - GU LINGJIE, JOHNNY           HAMLET - JING ZIKANG, HECTOR
GERTRUDE - HE YUQI, CECILIA.             HORATIO - YUAN TSZ PING, CINDY
POLONIUS - SHAO KAIYAN, KAIYAN     MARCELLUS - YE XINGYI, ALEX
OPHELIA - ZHAO XINYU, XENA            BARNARDO - LI JIANRONG, ROY
LAERTES - LAO YUHUI, LARISSA

“to thine own self be true.. .”

1:3 - outside the Royal Residence 

Laertes - Lao Yuhui, Larissa
Ophelia - Zhao Xinyu, Xena
Polonius - Shao Kaiyan, Kaiyan

“Peace, break thee off! Look where it comes again.”
1:1 - Outside the Royal Residence

Marcellus - YE Xingyi, Alex
Barnardo - LI Jianrong, Roy
Horatio - YUEN Tsz Ping, Cindy
Ghost - WEI Lu Qing, Vicky

“BUT I HAVE THAT WITHIN WHICH PASSES SHOW, 
THESE BUT THE TRAPPINGS AND THE SUITS OF WOE.”

- scenes & cast -

“Something is rotten in the state of denmark.”
1:4 & 1:5 - outside the Royal Residence & the woods   

Hamlet - RENG tianyi, elena  
Horatio - Yuan Tsz Ping, Cindy 
Marcellus - YE Xingyi, Alex 
Barnardo - LI Jianrong, Roy 
ghost - WEI Lu Qing, Vicky 

hamlet
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 zhou shuhan, judith  zuo wenxin zhao xinyu, xena

 Wei Lu Qing, Vicky    Wei xin, Brittany   wu jaiyi, isabelle    XU wanxin, cindy

 ZHANG Jing, Jenny

 zhang kerui, emma

yang wintao, winter  ye lei, lily  ye xingyi, Alex  YI Xinyang, Yilia

 yuan CHI, Casey  YUEN Tsz ping, cindy  ZHANG jiaxin, cindy

- cast -
hamlet
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3:1 - the Royal Residence office

Claudius - chen ruihan, ray
Gertrude - yi xinyang, yilia
polonius - ding ruyu, alyssa
Hamlet - rao huanyu, rowan
ophelia - wang yongjia, alistar

“The play’s the thing wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the king.”

2:1 - the Royal Residence reception room

Claudius - Ding ning, crystal
Gertrude - zhang Jing, Jenny
polonius - ding ruyu, alyssa
voltemand of norway - ye lei, lily
Hamlet - hua bicen, chelsey
first player - gao yang, sunny
players - WU Jiayi, Isabelle; GU Jiayi, Crystal; ZHANG Kerui, Emma 

“madness in great ones must not unwatched go.”

"The lady doth protest too much, methinks."

3:2 - the royal residence media room

Claudius - chen ruihan, ray
Gertrude - yi xinyang, yilia
polonius - ding ruyu, alyssa
Hamlet - ji wenting, wendy
ophelia - wang yongjia, alistar
Horatio - yuan chi, casey
player King - ZHANG Kerui, Emma 
player Queen -  WU Jiayi, Isabelle
Player lucianus  - GU Jiayi, Crystal 
First Player - GAO Yang, Sunny 

8

- scenes & cast -
hamlet



3:3 - the royal residence chapel

Claudius - Liu Yiyao, Yolanda 
Polonius - GONG Linyu, Sylvia 
Hamlet - Ji Wenting, Wendy 

“Oh, my offence is rank. it smells to heaven.”

“My soul is full of discord and dismay.“

4:1 - the royal residence office

Gertrude - WEI Xin, Brittany
claudius - GAO Yuanyuan, Avenir
guards - Feng Xiangyang, FrankiE

“If your messenger find him not in heaven,
Seek him in the other place yourself.”

3:4 - gertrude’s chamber

Gertrude - ZUO Wenxin, Wenxin
Polonius - GONG Linyu, Sylvia
Hamlet - LIU Yi Xin, leonie

“I must be cruel only to be kind.”

4:3 - the royal residence office

Gertrude - WEI Xin, Brittany
claudius - GAO Yuanyuan, Avenir
Hamlet - XU Wanxin, Cindy 
guards - Feng Xiangyang, Frankie; 
                GU Jiayi, Crystal 

- scenes & cast -
hamlet

9



4:5 - the royal residence office

Claudius - GAO Yuanyuan, Avenir  
Gertrude - WEI Xin, Brittany 
Laertes - WANG Xingyi, Grace 
Ophelia - QIAN Yiting, Foni 
GUARD - GU Jiayi, Crystal 

“is it possible a young maid’s wits
Should be as mortal as an old man’s life?”

“I do not know from what part of the world 
 I should be greeted by Lord Hamlet."

4:6 - outside the royal residence

Horatio - YUAN Chi, Casey 
Sailor - YE Lei, Lily 

4:4 - the Woods, away from the royal residence

norwegian Captain -  WU Jiayi, Isabelle 
fortinbras - yang wentao, winter
Hamlet - XU Wanxin, Cindy  
Guard, - Feng Xiangyang, Frankie 

“two thousand souls to debate this straw."

- scenes & cast -
hamlet
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5:1 - the graveyard of the royal residence

gravedigger - WANG Qihao, Evan
gravedigger’s assistant - ZHANG Kerui, Emma
hamlet - Liang Tingqian, adrianna
horatio - YUAN Chi, Casey
Claudius - ZHANG Jiaxin, cindy
Gertrude - WANG Qingyan, Sylvia
Laertes - CHEN Jianing, Janine
priest - GAO Yang, Sunny
osric - ZHOU Shuhan, Judith

5:2 - the royal residence reception room

hamlet - FENG Anqi, felicia
horatio - ALURI Medha
Claudius - ZHANG Jiaxin, cindy
Gertrude - WANG Qingyan, Sylvia
Laertes - CHEN Jianing, Janine
osric - ZHOU Shuhan, Judith 
Fortinbras - yang wentao, winter
guard - Gu Lingjie, Johnny

“a fellow of infinite jest.. .”

“Flights of angels sing thee to thy rest.”

4:7 - the royal residence office

Claudius - GAO Yuanyuan, Avenir
Gertrude - WEI Xin, Brittany 
Laertes - WANG Xingyi, Grace 
messenger - GAO Yang, Sunny

“there is a willow grows askant the brook”

- scenes & cast -
hamlet
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- Crew-

Lighting Design

ZHANG Shitong
LI Yiwen
ZHOU Tong
MA Yuqing
YE Xingyi
FENG Xiangyang

Sound Design

WANG Xinyue
KWOk Kelly
DENG Haoyang

stage manager
Wu lindan, linda

Teaching assistant 
NG yuek yu, Gwen

Acting/editing RA
liu Changmao, patrick

Technical team for the Black Box - micky Cheng ; Chi Hung

Costume RA
wang shenqi, clair 

12



- CREW -

Costume, Make-up & Hair Design

WANG Qile         CHEN Yiyu
MA Yuxuan        YOU Jiayi
Liu Yi Xin            ZHOU Shuhan
TANG Yingman

Set & Prop Design

Wu Zixuan         GAO Yang
Gao Ruoqi         WEN Yuan
HE Ziqing            Lin Xinyu
LIU Liuhong       DUAN Liangjing
CHEN Tianyang

film & photography

XIANg qian, Annette
WANG qingyan, sylvia
cao shihan, hannah
zhou ziyang, steven
li keer, rina
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stage management

CHEN Donglin, Zoe
Hong Ju, Angie
Hsu Linda
Liang Xinzhi, Stacey
Wang Jiayue, Carol

 

- CREW -

Marketing
(Social Media)

Jiang Shouxu 
Zheng Shuzhan

Marketing
(Poster)

WU Ke
CHEN Yucheng

Marketing
(Programme)

Wu Miaoshuai
WANG Peng
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Head, School of English: 
Prof. T.K. Lee

Executive Drector,
TPg Programmes:
Dr. Brandon Chua

Director, MAES Programme (Linguistics): 
Dr. Agnes Kang

 

Director, MAES Programme (Literature): 
Dr. Liz Ho

Director, MFA Programme:
Dr. Anthony Huen

Coordinator, MACC Internships:
Mr. Long Chiu

School of English Administration: 
Ms. Mandy Lueng, Ms.  Kwok, 

Ms. Hayley Wong, Mr. Dick Yip, 
Ms. Shan Lor, Mr. Isaac Lee 

-  rehearsals -
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-  sincere thanks -
Dean, Faculty of Arts:

PRof. David Pomfret

Head, School of English: 
Prof. Tong King Lee

Executive Director, TPg Studies:
Dr. Brandon Chua

Director, MAES Programme (Linguistics): 
Dr. Agnes Kang

 

Director, MAES Programme (Literature): 
Dr. Elizabeth Ho

Director, MFA Programme:
Dr. Antony Huen

Coordinator, MACC Internships:
Mr. Long Chiu

School of English Administration: 
Ms. Apple Kwok, Mr. isaac Lee, Ms. Mandy Leung, 

Ms. Shan Lor, Ms. Hayley Wong, Mr. Dick Yip
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